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Disability
If you would like to find out more information about your rights as a disabled person and the legal rights protecting you from disability discrimination please contact Community Legal Services 

http://www.clsdirect.org.uk/legalhelp/leaflet18.jsp?lang=en (disability advice)
· How can I adapt my home to accommodate a disability?

There are several ways to obtain funding to adapt your home for a resident with a disability:
1) A disabled person has the right to have their needs assessed by the social services department of their local council.  Following a health and social care assessment by an Occupational Therapist, you should receive advice on what equipment or adaptations are required in your home.

The Council should also provide information to you about locally suitable housing association properties, as well as care homes (providing a level of support that cannot be delivered in your own home), and supported or sheltered housing (allowing you to live independently but with extra daily support).  The Council should review your care regularly (at least once a year).  You can contact them to request a reassessment.

View Bradford Council’s disability services webpage here (http://www.bradford.gov.uk/health_well-being_and_care/disability/).  Council disability service contact details are available here (http://www.bradford.gov.uk/health_well-being_and_care/disability/services_for_disabled_people_contact_details.htm)
2) If the Council have concluded that you require help from Social Services, but you would like to arrange and pay for your own support rather than have them arranged, you can ask the Council to send direct payments to you instead.  Please note that there are a number of conditions attached to direct payments.  Either contact Bradford Council here (http://www.bradford.gov.uk/health_well-being_and_care/disability/services_for_disabled_people_contact_details.htm) or visit www.direct.gov.uk for further information.
3) You may be able to apply for a Disabled Facilities Grant.  The Council will award a grant to you to fund adaptations to your home if it believes that the proposed changes are necessary, reasonable and practical.  Either contact Bradford Council here (http://www.bradford.gov.uk/health_well-being_and_care/disability/services_for_disabled_people_contact_details.htm) or visit www.direct.gov.uk for further information.

4) Funding may be available from the Independent Living Fund (ILF) or a Home Improvement Agency (HIA).  Visit http://www.ilf.org.uk/ for more information about the ILF.  The nearest HIAs are in Halifax, Wakefield and Leeds.  Their contact details are:


	Anchor Staying Put - Calderdale & Bradford

	White Rose Mills Main Mill, Holdsworth Rd, Holmfield, Halifax, West Yorkshire, HX3 6SN

	Tel: 01422 247203

	Wakefield Care & Repair

	Chevin Housing Group, Harrison Street, Wakefield, West Yorkshire, WF1 1PS

	Tel: 01924 290949

	Care & Repair Leeds

	323 Roundhay Road, Leeds, West Yorkshire, LS8 4HT

	Tel: 0113 240 6009


If you would like any further advice, please feel free to contact my office.  You may also wish to contact one of the many charities that offer help to people with disabilities.  The following list gives a few examples of a vast number of charities and other organisations that offer help and advice:

Age Concern - http://www.ageconcern.org.uk/
Alzheimer’s Society - http://www.alzheimers.org.uk/
British Institute of Learning Disabilities - http://www.bild.org.uk/
Foundation for People with Learning Disabilities - http://www.learningdisabilities.org.uk/
Help the Aged - http://www.helptheaged.org.uk/en-gb
Housing Care - http://www.housingcare.org
Relatives & Residents Association - http://www.relres.org/
Department of Health – Health & Social Care briefing - http://www.dh.gov.uk/PolicyAndGuidance/HealthAndSocialCareTopics/fs/en
Mencap - http://www.mencap.org.uk/
This information was correct at the time of writing, but will be subject to change.

Please contact the office of Gerry Sutcliffe MP if you think that this advice sheet can be improved.


